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Abstract 
Huracan Maria impacted the island of Puerto Rico in September 16th, 2017. This natural disaster 
created not only a devastating moral chaos among residents of the island, but also a social-
economic crisis that pushed many communities including local businesses nearly poverty levels. 
Nearly a year after the impact of Huracan Maria, roughly 44,000 small businesses are still 
struggling.  According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, about 2,400 businesses closed in the 
fourth quarter of 2017, doubling the number of closed business during the same period in 2016. 
Puerto Rico’s outlook does not seem promising for small businesses. Lack of resources and 
funding, weak economy, fragile infrastructure and migration acceleration are preventing any 
promptly recovery.  Small business owners are trapped and in desperate need of immediate 
solutions. This proposal focuses on subsistence entrepreneurship which is defined as 
entrepreneurial actions assumed by individuals living in poverty. These individuals create 
economic value as a way to subsist, and also to bring economic and social value for their 
communities. This qualitative study will seek to describe How the phenomenon of subsistence 
entrepreneurship plays out for local Puerto Rican entrepreneurs after the impact of Huracan Maria 
to create economic value to subsist and bring social and economic stability for their communities. 
The results will help develop a theoretical framework about subsistence entrepreneurship in a local 
setting and its implications for entrepreneurship theory. 
 
